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16 June 2023/ 27 Zulkaedah 1444H

Strengthening the Family Institution in Islam
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Brothers and sisters blessed by Allah,

Let us increase our tagwa in Allah (s.w.t.) by observing all His
commandments and prohibitions. May we strengthen our family

in obedience and worship of Allah (s.w.t.).
Brothers and sisters,

In last week’s sermon, we discussed the important role of
parents, specifically the role of a father in building a successful
and happy family. A family that is built upon the foundation of
tagwa, and embodies the values of love, compassion and mercy.

As Allah (s.w.t.) mentions in the Quran:
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Which means: “And one of His signs is that He created for you
spouses from among yourselves (O men), so that you may find
peace in them. And He has placed between you (spouses)
compassion and mercy. Surely in this are signs for people who
reflect.” (Ar-Rum: 21)

It is therefore very clear that Islam has given clear guidance on
how to build and develop our families, with the intention of
acquiring the blessings of Allah (s.w.t.) in this world and the
hereafter. There is no confusion nor doubts in Islam on the
structure and constitution of a family — a family unit is established
through marriage between a man and a woman. The Quran is
clear in this matter, as can be seen in the decree of Allah (s.w.t.)

in Surah An-Najm, verse 45:
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Which means: “And verily, He created the pairs — males and
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females.”
Brothers and sisters,

Even with this clarity, there are other conflicting ideas and
lifestyles that can sow the seeds of doubts and confusion on the

concept and structure of families. Some giving the impression



that families can be constituted other than from a man and a
woman. As Muslims, we cannot accept such ideas that are
clearly not in accordance with our religious values and teachings.
These ideas are even in conflict with the views held by the

majority with regard to the concept and structure of families.

The younger generation, including our children, are exposed to
these ideas, and may be confused and have difficulty addressing
these questions and challenges. Thus, all of us play an crucial
role in guiding our families in this increasingly diverse and
challenging world. How then can we strengthen our family

institution according to our religious values and teachings?
There are two pieces of advice that | wish to share with all of you.

Firstly, continue equipping our children with a holistic and

comprehensive religious education.

The role of parents in educating children about religion must go
beyond the fundamentals of praying and fasting. Parents today
must have the additional knowledge on how to guide their

children in facing their present challenges.

Parents must also engage with the views and perceptions of their
children regarding the social trends of their generation. When a
child feels at ease to express themselves, it would be easier for

the parents to discuss with them about such social issues. This



will allow parents to better provide guidance and explanations

that are based on religious values and teachings.
Brothers and sisters,

Secondly, we need to deal with these differences and
developments with maturity, wisdom and mercy. Even
though we reject an idea or opinion, we must never insult or
abuse. Our role is to guide and be constructive in our advice, not
to degrade or humiliate anyone. Whatever the end or outcome

we want, it does not justify the means.

If we threaten an individual or a group with harsh and insulting
words, this will only breed hatred, and hatred only brings forth

discord and enmity.

Surely, whatever is it that we wish to achieve, we do not wish for
our children to think that Islam is an extreme religion, or a religion

of hate.

However, if we wish for others to take heed in our advice, then
we should follow Allah (s.w.t.)’'s guidance to Prophet Musa and

Prophet Harun (a.s.).
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Which means: “Speak to him (that is to Fir'aun) with gentle

words, so he may be mindful or fearful.” (Taha: 44)



May Allah (s.w.t) grant us strength, guidance, and success in our
efforts to educate our children with wisdom and maturity to

overcome the challenges we face today. Amin. Ya Rabbal

‘Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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